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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
Minutes of a meeting held at Hanham Hall, Whittucks Road on Tuesday 21st September 2021 at 7.30p.m. 

PRESENT: Members: Councillors H Goddard, T Bray, S Hicks, D Smith, C Cushing, B Langley, K Bell, 
& T Bray 

 Officer: Mrs C Dolman – Clerk  
 Others: Paul Burgess, Parish Warden & 2 members of the public 
 

1 Election of Chair  
Resolved that Councillor Mrs H Goddard be elected as Chair of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

2 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr N Lethaby.  
 

3 Confirmation of minutes   
Resolved that confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2021 as printed and circulated, 
be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4 Adjournment for public participation 

A member of the public attended to discuss road safety in the Hanham Abbots Conservation Area, namely 
Abbots Road, Court Farm Road and Ferry Road.  She is in the process of completing a Highways Investigation 
Scheme Request form to adopt a 20mph speed limit in the area which requires the support of the parish 
council.  All members present were happy to support this initiative and it was recommended that Hanham 
Abbots Parish Council resolve at October Full Council to note this support which can then be added to the 
Highways Investigation Scheme Request form.   
 

5  Reconvene Meeting 

6 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported on the following:- 

Remains of bench on Hanham Common 
There was a very old bench at the bottom end of Hanham Common where the slats have now totally 
disappeared, leaving behind the frame.  This obviously needs to be removed and I would suggest replacing it 
with a modern plastic composite bench, to match the others that we have replaced in the area.   
 
The cost of these benches is £482 plus installation which is around £200.  We have £526 left in this year’s 
budget for litter bins/seats, but we are being asked to consider putting in a bin near the Elm Tree which will 
cost around £500.  However, we have £600 in the Hanham Common Fayre budget that went unspent this 
year which could be used to replace this bench.  Recommended that the Clerk orders a bench from Glasdon 
at £482 and obtains quotations for removal of the old frame and installation of the new bench.   
   

Item 7 of March Environment Committee minutes 
WTC have quoted £175 to carry out an Ash Die Back assessment of the Ash trees on Hanham Common and I 
have asked them to go ahead with this.   
 
Having checked the quotations from Smart Trees, they should have removed the stakes, guards and ties to 
the cherry tree on Hanham Common as part of the work they were carrying out.  They advised that they 
would remove the stakes, guards and ties to the Cherry Tree asap and remove the guards etc from the lime 
trees on Stephens Green at no charge.  To date, the guards etc are still there at Stephens Green so I have 
chased them up.   
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7 Parish Warden’s Report 
Paul Burgess, the parish warden reported on the following:- 
 
Take away containers on Hanham Common.  There has been a huge increase in the amount of polystyrene 
take away containers being stuffed into the bins and lying on the ground in and around Hanham Common.  It 
would be far better for the environment if cardboard containers were used as they can be compacted down 
and do not take up so much space in the bins.  Recommended that the Clerk writes to the takeaway shops 
opposite Hanham Common asking if they could possibly switch to cardboard containers. 
 
Flytipping at Stephens Green.  There has been a great deal of rubbish being left near the bin in the layby 
opposite Stephens Green together with flytipped materials being thrown over the wall into the field beyond.  
The Clerk asked the Warden to report this immediately by email to Dave Coles at South Glos Council in 
future, as he can visit the site and carry out an inspection of the waste to try to ascertain where it came 
from.  
 
The car apparently abandoned at Stephens Green has now gone.  There are often white vans parked in the 
layby and Cllr T Bray advised that there is currently sewage work being carried out so the vans might be 
associated with this.  The Clerk advised that if they are parked legally, i.e. not causing an obstruction and are 
taxed and MOT’d then there is nothing we can do.  The size of the layby here should hopefully be reduced in 
the near future by SGC planting whips to discourage parking on the verges.   
 
Vegetation.  The warden reported that SGC have not been cutting back vegetation as often as normal and he 
has been doing as much as he can but is not able to easily dispose of large amounts of green waste. There 
are two signs on the sharp bend by Sally on the Barn which are obscured by overgrown vegetation.  The 
Clerk advised that she would ask StreetCare to cut this back.   
 
Gover Road.  The long grass at Gover Road has been cut and the cut grass has been left in the hedge.  The 
wooden rails on Gover Road are in need of repair/replacement.  The Clerk will ask SGC to take appropriate 
action to ensure they do not pose any danger to the public.  Wildflowers have been planted by the pond 
area.  
 
Fire.  There was a serious fire last night where a large stack of haybales were set alight.  The police have been 
informed and are dealing with the matter.  
 

8 Consideration of Planning Matters 

Resolved that the following comments be made:- 

P21/05657/PDR 6 Hillcroft Close Erection of single storey rear extension to form additional 
living accommodation 
No objections 

P21/05694/F 208 High Street Erection of front porch 
No objections 

P21/05927/F 17 Common Road Erection of rear garage and hardstanding (resubmission of P21/05047/F) 
No objections 

P21/06000/TRE 14 Mapstone Rise Works to crown reduce 1 Walnut tree to leave a finished height of approx. 
10m and a radial spread of approx. 6m. Covered by SGTPO 8/19 dated 
30.09.2019 
No objections 

P21/06040/F 6 Gays Road Erection of single storey rear extension and raised patio (resubmission of 
P21/04753/F) 
No objections 

P21/00995/F Land at the rear of 
38-48 Stonehill 

Demolition of existing dwelling.  Erection of 1 detached and 8 semi-detached 
dwellings, creation of new access and associated works.  
Objections.  3 of the proposed dwellings will result in a loss of privacy to 
neighbouring properties.  We do not believe that planting of trees will solve 
this as they won’t immediately provide adequate screening.  This does not 
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accord well with PSP38 of the Policies Sites & Places Plan as it constitutes 
harm to residential amenity.   
 
The repositioned proposed detached dwelling will have an overbearing effect 
on the existing neighbouring property which will be detrimental to residential 
amenity.  Around half of the total proposed development will be only 5 
metres from the neighbouring boundary.   
 
The whole development appears cramped which will have a detrimental 
impact on the character and appearance of the surrounding area which 
contravenes PSP1 and PSP38 of the Policies Sites & Places Plan.   
 
We have concerns over traffic issues on the proposed development due to its 
cramped and overdeveloped design.  There is no provision for visitors parking 
on the site itself or any on street parking in the roads nearby.  This will 
undoubtedly result in parking on the narrow access road which could obstruct 
larger vehicles and emergency services from accessing the site.  This does not 
accord well with PSP11 of the Policies Sites & Places Plan.    
 
We are concerned about the lack of private amenity space within the 
proposed properties due to the cramped design and do not believe that they 
meet the criteria of PSP43 of the Policies Sites & Places Plan.    

 

9 Discussion on unregulated disabled parking at Gover Road car park 

A discussion took place concerning the general state of the car park and the seemingly over excessive 
number of disabled parking bays.  This car park is the responsibility of South Gloucestershire Council.   
Recommended that the Clerk contacts SGC to request that the vegetation is cut right back to maximise the 
parking availability and that blue badge spaces are reduced to represent 50% of the total amount of parking 
bays.   
 

10 Consideration of dog/litter bin request on public right of way near Elm Tree 
 public house 

The Clerk circulated an email from SGC from a member of the public complaining about the high level of dog 
waste left near the entrance to public footpath PHA/16/10.  Recommended that the Clerk requests for a 
litter/dog waste bin to be installed in this location which will cost the parish council approximately £450 plus 
installation (plus ongoing costs to empty).   
 

11 Consideration of autumn/winter clearance work on Abbots Road Duck Pond 
 including pollarding of trees 

The annual clearance work is due to take place shortly and it was recommended that the Clerk obtains a 
quotation from Aquaflora to carry out this work.  It was also recommended that the Clerk obtains quotations 
for the pollarding of the trees around the pond.  
 

12 Consideration of the Honourable Company of Gloucestershire’s invitation to 
 plant trees for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

The Clerk circulated an offer from the Honourable Company of Gloucester for two English Oak Trees to be 
planted to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. Recommended that the Clerk accepts this 
offer with the location of the trees to be decided.   

 

13 Items for agenda of next Council meeting 

• Cllr K Bell had concerns over the Friday Night Project and the fact that the parish council have been 
unable to attend any sessions to review the work that CYN does with young people.  It was 
recommended that ‘Friday Night Project Review’ be put on the November Full Council Agenda and 
for the Clerk to invite a representative from CYN to attend the meeting to give a presentation on 
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what they plan to be doing in the next financial year.  The Clerk will invite members of Hanham 
Parish Council as it is a joint project between the two parishes.   

• Cllr S Hicks felt it would be a good idea for the parish council to consider the installation of an 
external table tennis table on Hanham Common – the Clerk will put this on the next Environment 
Committee Agenda.  

• Cllr C Cushing suggested that something be done with the old cycle speedway track on Hanham 
Common, maybe the installation of a MUGA (multi use games area) – the Clerk will put this on the 
next Environment Committee Agenda. (Note: these cost anywhere in the region of £50k - £200k so 
funding would need to be sought). 

 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm     ................................................... 

 Chairman 


