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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Hanham Abbots Parish Council held at 
Hanham Hall on Tuesday 5th November 2019 at 7.30pm.   
PRESENT:   

Members:        Councillors T Bray, R Boissevain, C Cushing, K Bell, H Goddard, D Smith, B Langley &          

J Bamford 

Officers: C Dolman: Clerk  

Others:  2 members of the public 

 

79 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs S Atwell, S Hicks, N Lethaby, J Goddard & I Richardson 

80 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st October 2019, as printed and circulated, be confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

81 LACK OF SECURITY AT CASTLE FARM ROAD CAR PARK 

Two residents of Castle Farm Road attended to address councillors over the lack of security at the Castle Farm 

Road car park.  The security company that has taken over responsibility for locking/unlocking the gate are not 

doing so and as a result, the car park is being used late at night for suspected drug dealing with cars racing up 

and down Castle Farm Road.  Residents have been threatened and despite reporting this to the police on several 

occasions, no action has been taken.   

Resolved that:- 

• The Clerk writes to Nigel Riglar, Director of Environment & Community Services at SGC, requesting 

that he advise what penalties the security company face as a result of not fulfilling the terms of their 

contract.   

• ‘Drug dealing in Hanham Abbots’ is put on the December Full Council agenda and the Clerk requests 

that PC Lee Humphreys attends. 

 

82 RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

The minutes of the recent meeting of the Resources Committee were presented.  It was resolved that:- 

• the Clerk organises for a wreath to be available for Vice Chair Cllr T Bray to lay on Remembrance 

Sunday at Hanham Community Centre.  

• the £250 grant to Friends of Avon Valley Woodlands be deferred until the next financial year, due to 

there being insufficient budget in the current financial year. 

 
The Clerk pointed out that the recommendation in Item 7 of the September Environment Committee was not 

resolved.  Resolved that the quotation of £620 from Aquaflora be accepted and the Clerk instructs them to 

proceed with the work on the duck pond.   

 

83 CHAIRMAN’S & MEMBERS’ REPORTS 

Cllr S Hicks asked the Clerk, in his absence, to thank Cllr B Langley for her litter picking initiative with 

youngsters at Hanham Abbots Junior School.  

 

Cllr K Bell gave a report on her role as a trustee of Frere’s Almshouses, Bitton where the buildings are suffering 

from subsidence issues caused by neighbouring trees.   

  

84 CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING MATTERS 

Resolved that the following representations be made on planning applications: 

  

P19/14571/TRE 11 Sycamore Close  

Works to crown reduce 1 Oak tree back to previous points (approx. 1.5m reduction) and crown lift to 6m.  Tree 

covered by Tree Preservation Order KTPO 05/79 dated 29 October 1979. 

No comment 
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P19/14569/CLP 24 Riverside Way  

Erection of a single storey rear extension to form additional living accommodation. 

No comment 

 

P19/1521/F Garage at 90a Bath Road 

Raising of roof line to facilitate the conversion of existing garage to form 1 dwelling with associated works. 

No comment 

It was reported that the following decisions had been made by South Gloucestershire Council on 

Planning Applications: 
 

85 CLERK’S REPORT 

Swift Sports Coaching – the following is a report from Swift on the trial day that took place on 29th 

October:- 

 

‘Firstly, we were absolutely ecstatic with the response from children signing up and attending the day. We had 

108 children sign up to the day in advance and we had a total of 82 children attend on the day, the total of 

children that attended was phenomenal considering the total number of children that we were able to advertise to 

from the 3 respected schools. These numbers far exceeded our expectations and we were thrilled with the 

response.  

 

The day itself was a huge success in regards to the delivery and everything ran smoothly and on time perfectly. 

To give you an idea of the structure; we split the children into 16 even teams in terms of having mixed ages 

(keeping siblings together where possible) within each team and provided each team with a set of coloured bibs, 

matching up to a country in a world cup format. Prior to this we first marked out the perimeter of the field that 

we were using a set up signing in stations for each school so parents could sign in efficiently. We also set up 

four football pitches within the marked perimeter, with marked out touchlines and goal posts so it was clear for 

all to see which area and pitch each team were playing on i.e blue pitch, red pitch etc.  

 

We organised a round robin style tournament with teams participating in 7 matches each during the morning 

between 10.30am - 12pm, a total of 56 matches, each lasting 6/7 minutes. We were able to play a further 18 

games after lunch as well as run fun competitions. We were able to account for 8 teams competing at one time 

across the four pitches, with 8 teams resting and swapping every 6/7 minutes, this allowed children to stay warm 

and participate as much as possible throughout the day and waiting no longer than 10 minutes to play a match. 

Each team played a minimum of 9 matches throughout the day, and some teams were fortunate to play up to 11 

matches if they made it to the final of the knockout competition in the afternoon. Furthermore having a large 

P19/12333/F 14 Williams Close Construction of 2 new bedroomed attached 

dwelling in the curtilage of 14 Williams Close 

Refuse 

P19/10648/F 
45 Larksleaze Road Erection of two storey side and single storey 

rear extension to form additional living 

accommodation. 

Permit 

P19/10138/F 
42 Abbots Avenue Erection of single storey side and rear extension 

to form additional living accommodation and 

installation of 1 side dormer 

Permit 

P19/11449/PNH 
4 Rangers Walk Erection of a single storey rear extension which 

would extend beyond the rear wall of the 

original house by 4.5 metres, for which the 

maximum height would be 3.3 metres, and for 

which the height of the eaves would be 2.95 

metres. 

Permit 

P19/10602/F 
5 Heath Road Erection of single storey rear and side extension 

to form additional living accommodation and 

installation of 1 rear dormer to facilitate loft 

conversion. 

Permit 
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quantity of teams meant that there were fewer numbers of players within each team, subsequently meaning 

individuals were able to touch the ball more frequently and be more involved in the game. This is a huge 

problem nationwide with youth football, specifically with issues ensuring that children are able to have the 

opportunity to have lots of touches of the ball, and I think the format on the day allowed for this.  

 

All children behaved impeccably throughout the day and we didn't have any problems with behaviour at all, 

parents seemed extremely grateful for the opportunity for their children and have said they would be really keen 

to attend again. Children were fully engaged in the day and showed respect to Swift Sports Coaching staff and 

other children and they participated with integrity and maturity.  

 

In regards to the breakdown of children attending, please see below the response from each school including the 

numbers of girls attending; 

 

Hanham Abbots Junior School  

Signed up: 41 Children 

Attended: 30 Children 

Boys: 23 Girls: 7 

 

 

Christ Church Pirmary School  

Signed up: 46 Children  

Attended: 35 Children 

Boys: 25 Girls: 10 

 

Longwell Green Primary School  

Signed up: 21 Children 

Attended: 17 Children 

Boys: 15 Girls: 2  

 

It would be great if we were able to arrange a follow up meeting to discuss the event and discuss the next steps 

moving forward in the future. We would love to host future events and feel there is a huge demand for it based 

on the response from children and parents/carers.’ 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Swift Sports Coaching to put together some proposals for additional days 

in 2020, on the basis of parents contributing towards the cost.   

 

Trees along Court Farm Road 

I have been in touch with Simon Penfold, tree officer at SGC regarding the trees identified by a member of the 

public at the October Full Council meeting.  Simon has spoken to the gentleman and has sent him an application 

form for tree works within a conservation area.  Regarding the other trees, such as a dead Beech, Simon has 

been in touch with landowner concerned and arrangements have been made for the tree to be dismantled.    

 

Land adjacent to 70 Willsbridge Hill 

I have chased up the enforcement officer involved in this case and unfortunately he has not yet drilled down to 

this particular case because it is not a high priority.  There does seem to be a problem with enforcement at the 

moment and having contacted Rob Walsh about this, he has confirmed that they do have particular pressures at 

the moment with a high volume of complaints at the same time that one officer is away on maternity leave and 

two others who moved on to new jobs elsewhere.  They have brought in some temporary resource and are in the 

process of recruiting new staff which will help.     

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Nigel Riglar at SGC, expressing the parish council’s dissatisfaction 

with the lack of action from enforcement.  

 

Unauthorised storage of building materials on Ellacombe Green 

Most of the building materials, including the fencing, have now been removed from the green.  There is one bag 

of chippings remaining which will be moved shortly plus a digger bucket!  Cllr N Lethaby has been speaking to 

the householder concerned, who has advised that the bucket belongs to the previous builder (a new builder has 

now been appointed) and doesn’t know why the bucket is still there.  
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It was agreed that this would be reviewed at December Full Council when, hopefully, the bucket and bag of 

chippings will have been removed.   

 

 

 

Relocation of defibrillator 

Cllr David Smith has spoken to the butchers and they are happy to have the defibrillator there in principle, 

subject to there being no liability on them for any injury caused to members of the public by walking into it 

when they come around the corner.  I have also spoken to them and we discussed the best place to locate the 

defibrillator cabinet.  We agreed that it could be installed on the Whittucks Road side of the large window, 

further back from the corner.  This is subject to it being viable for the electricity supply.  I advised that the 

electricity supply will need to be connected to the defibrillator which should not cost more than £20 per year 

which the butchers were happy with.  I have since been in touch with our insurers, who have confirmed that as 

the defibrillator unit is the property of the parish council, the parish council’s insurance will respond to any 

injury caused to the public (very small risk).  I need to convey this to the butchers and obtain a quotation from 

an electrician to install the defibrillator.  I will now go ahead and order the new defibrillator from Community 

Heartbeat as we have received the money from the insurers.     

 

Pavilion 

I have, at long last, had a telephone conversation with the barrister at St Johns Chambers.  It was a very positive 

conversation and I felt more optimistic than I have since the idea was first discussed, over 5 years ago!   The 

barrister is going to put a proposal together for deregistration of the area we need to build the new pavilion, for 

approval, which I hope to put to the December Full Council.   

 

Damage to Hanham Common and anti-social behaviour 

On the evening of 31st October, motorbikes got into the Common and left tracks over the whole area, including 

the football pitch.  Although the track marks look bad, they seem to be superficial and I have asked our 

groundsman to inspect them this week and carry out remedial works, if possible. Fireworks were also let off 

which were aimed at the rank of shops. I reported this to PC Lee Humphreys who advised that his team would 

be vigilant of the area.   

 

86 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND AUTHORISATION 

Resolved that the following payments be made: 

Authorisation of electronic payments 

already made 

  

Claire Dolman Clerk’s salary for October £1190.41 

Paul Burgess Warden’s salary for October £284.86 

Avon Pension Fund Pension contribution for October £313.51 

   

Authorisation of electronic payments 

to be made 

  

SLCC South West Regional Training Seminar £96.00 

Smart Trees Tree work on Hanham Common £255.00 

Prestige Grounds Hanham Common general maintenance £485.00 

APRE Shelter cleaning  £72.00 

Creative Youth Network Friday Night Project Oct – Dec 19 £937.50 

HMRC PAYE for October £236.98 

West Mercia Energy Electricity for pavilion £20.39 

Claire Dolman HWA, postage & new batteries for council phone £79.28 

Water 2 Business Water bill for pavilion (16/04/19 – 29/10/19) £104.91 

 

87 DISCUSSION ON LACK OF ACTION BY STREETCARE ON CUTTING BACK 

 VEGETATION 

Cllr T Bray advised that the footpath that runs along the top of Ferry Road is still completely blocked off by 

vegetation and road signs in the parish are obscured by overgrown verges.  Cllr R Boissevain advised that 

Friends of Hanham Abbots Conservation Area do carry out maintenance work and could look at cutting back 
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vegetation in this area.  Cllr K Bell reported that ‘Fix My Street’ is a good option for getting things done and 

recommended that these types of issues are reported on their website.  Resolved that the Clerk writes to Mark 

King to ask why vegetation has not been cut back after being reported to StreetCare.   

 

88 DISCUSSION ON VE DAY CELEBRATIONS 

The Clerk circulated details from SSAFA, the armed forces charity, giving information on commemorating the 

75th anniversary of VE Day.  Resolved that the parish council purchases commemorative bench(es) to be 

installed on Hanham Common and considers having an unveiling ceremony on VE Day weekend.  Information 

boards to be attached to it/them at the Hanham Common Fayre explaining that they commemorate 75 years 

since VE Day.  The Clerk will confirm the cost of these benches and installation costs at December Full 

Council.   

89 CONSIDERATION OF QUOTATIONS TO REPLACE ROUNDABOUT AT HANHAM 

 COMMON PLAY AREA 

The Clerk circulated three quotations for replacement of the roundabout at Hanham Common play area with a 

flush fitting accessible roundabout plus resurfacing around it. 

Resolved that the quotation from Greenfields be accepted at £9,771 plus VAT. 

90 IDEAS FOR NEWS ARTICLES FOR THE WEEK IN 

Resolved that the Clerk writes an article for The Week In publicising the sports day on Hanham Common 

funded by both Hanham and Hanham Abbots Parish Councils, requesting feedback from participants and other 

residents.  

The meeting closed at 8.48p.m. 

  ……………………. 

  Chairman  


