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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Hanham Abbots Parish Council held at Hanham Hall on Tuesday 3rd 

December 2019 at 7.30pm.   

PRESENT:   

Members:        Councillors T Bray, R Boissevain, C Cushing, K Bell, H Goddard, J Goddard, D Smith, B 

Langley, S Atwell, S Hicks, N Lethaby     

Officers: C Dolman: Clerk  

Others:  Rev P Cook, Jack Fitzsimmons from CYN & Sergeant J Evans of Avon & Somerset Police 

 

91 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs I Richardson & J Bamford. 

92 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2019, as printed and circulated, be confirmed as 

a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

93 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Rev P Cook addressed councillors regarding the recent Remembrance Day service at Hanham Community 

Centre.  He was disappointed that the service was at 11am as it was his understanding that it when it was held at 

11am last year, this was a one-off for the Centenary.  This will be discussed by Hanham Parish Council when 

Cllr I Richardson returns as he is the main organiser. 

 

The meeting was reconvened. 

 

94 DISCUSSION ON SUSPECTED DRUG DEALING IN HANHAM ABBOTS 

Sergeant Jamie Evans introduced himself and addressed councillors over the issue of drug dealing in the area.  

Two councillors described incidences where they had witnessed suspected drug deals, details of which had been 

passed on to the Clerk, who had informed PC L Humphreys.  Sergeant Evans explained that these lines of 

intelligence had been followed up by passing them to the problem solving team.  As a result, some individuals 

were found in possession of small amounts of cannabis.  Regarding drug dealing, the individuals need to be 

caught in the act to make arrests which is a challenge, so reporting suspected drug dealing activity is important.  

Regarding the problems experienced by residents of Court Farm Road, Sergeant Evans acknowledged that the 

residents are feeling ignored and will feed this back to the local beat team.  He will email the Clerk some advice 

for residents about what to do when experiencing/witnessing criminal activity to use in our newsletter. 

 

95 QUARTERLY REPORT FROM CREATIVE YOUTH NETWORK 

Jack Fitzsimmons from Creative Youth Network presented the quarterly report on the Friday Night Project and 

proposals for changes to the provision, which were discussed by members.  It was felt that by limiting the intake 

and running a set programme, these proposals were very different from the original remit of the project which 

was to attract a large number of youths on a Friday night and engage them in organised activities.  

 

Members would welcome an opportunity to have an informal meeting with representatives of Hanham Parish 

Council, bearing in mind that this is a joint project, to discuss the proposals before agreeing to any changes in 

the provision.  Ideally, this meeting should take place prior to Resources Committee on 17th December when 

budgets will be considered. 

 

Hannah Panes of CYN will be presenting the quarterly report and proposals to Hanham Parish Council 

tomorrow evening. 

 

Resolved that the Clerk liaises with the Clerk to Hanham Parish Council to organise an informal meeting. 

  

96 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

The minutes of the recent meeting of the Environment Committee were presented.  It was resolved that:- 

• the Clerk reports the overgrown vegetation at the Gover Road car park to Lee Hayward at SGC. 

• the Clerk contacts Mark King at SGC to report the collapsing wall along Court Farm Road.   

• the Clerk contacts an Ecological Officer at SGC to obtain advice on clearing the Abbots Road duck 

pond 
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• the Clerk conveys the parish council’s interest in a VE Day commemorative bench to David Ogilvie 

Engineering, requesting an illustration for consideration. 

• the Clerk obtains advice from Simon Penfold, tree officer at SGC, on planting Memorial trees at 

Hanham Common. 

97 CHAIRMAN’S & MEMBERS’ REPORTS 

Cllr S Hicks reported that he had attended the Remembrance Day service at Hanham Community Centre and 

thanked Cllr T Bray for laying the wreath on behalf of the parish council. 

  

98 CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING MATTERS 

Resolved that the following representations be made on planning applications: 

  

P19/17549/F 16 Headington Close  

Erection of a single storey front extension to form additional living accommodation 

No comment 

   

  

P19/16735/F 14 Williams Close  

Erection of 1 semi detached bungalow with new vehicular access and associated works 

Objection. We cannot see how the proposed development differs greatly from application P19/12333/F which 

was refused. The proposed development would still be at odds with the general pattern and form of development 

in the locality. 

 

P19/16507/F 1 Crossleaze Road 

Erection of single storey rear extension to provide additional living accommodation. 

No comment 

 

P19/16825/F 52 Hencliffe Way 

Erection of first floor rear extension and erection of single storey rear extension to form additional living 

accommodation. 

No comment 

It was reported that the following decisions had been made by South Gloucestershire Council on Planning 

Applications: 

P19/15647/CLP  19 Rangers Walk 

Erection of a single storey rear extension to form additional living accommodation Permit 

 

P19/14125/F 108 Court Farm Road 

Demolition of existing garage and conservatory.  Erection of single storey rear and side extension  

to form additional living accommodation with new front porch.  Erection of single storey detached 

garage with widened access. Permit 

 

P19/12659/F 73 Court Farm Road 

Erection of a detached residential annexe ancillary to the main dwelling (resubmission  

of P10/3409/F)  Refusal 

 

P19/13650/PNH 54 Gays Road 

Erection of single storey rear extension which would extend beyond the rear wall of the original 

 house by 5 metres, for which the maximum height would be 4 metres and for which the height  

of the eaves would be 2.7 metres. Permit 

 

99 CLERK’S REPORT 

Site meeting at Castle Farm Road car park 

Following complaints from residents in Castle Farm Road, a site meeting has been arranged on Friday 6th 

December at 2pm with Miles Davis and Tina Rainey of SGC.  I will be attending and Cllrs S Hicks, K Bell and 

possibly H Goddard & B Langley will also be attending.  I have had reports that since writing to Nigel Riglar at 

SGC, the car park is being locked/unlocked in a timely manner.   
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Land adjacent to 70 Willsbridge Hill 

I have written to Nigel Riglar about the lack of enforcement action and although I have received an 

acknowledgement, I have not yet received a firm response and will continue to chase this up.  

 

Unauthorised storage of building materials on Ellacombe Green 

I am happy to report that all building materials have been removed.   

 

Relocation of defibrillator 

I have met with the electricians at Hanham Common Butchers and they have quoted £424.34 to install the 

defibrillator on the outside wall.  I am now waiting for the butchers to let me know when it would be convenient 

to have the installation carried out.   

 

Pavilion  

I have today heard back from the barrister, who has advised that approval should be sought by the parish council 

for the following so that we can officially retain the barristers to act on our behalf:-  

 

a) Counsel had given a positive indication on the papers. 

b) To instruct Counsel to prepare the application. 

c) That Counsel’s fees will be approximately £600 plus VAT. 

 

I am awaiting details from the barrister’s clerk as to how we go about implementing ‘direct access’ 

arrangements (and also an explanation of what this means!).  This needs to go on an agenda for a decision to be 

made, so I will put this on the January Full Council agenda.  

 

Cutting back vegetation at top of Ferry Road  

Having written to Mark King, he referred this to Lee Hayward who advised that this will be done in ‘the next 

few weeks’. 

 

VE Day Bench 

David Ogilvie Engineering will be sending me an illustration of the VE Day bench once it has been designed.  

 

Memorial Trees 

I met with Simon Penfold last week concerning dedicating the bottom corner (near Avon View) of the common 

to memorial trees.  He thought this was a good idea and will be sending me a suggested layout for consideration 

and approval.   

 

100 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND AUTHORISATION 

Resolved that the following payments be made: 

AUTHORISATION OF 

ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 

ALREADY MADE 

  

Claire Dolman Clerk’s salary for November £1190.41 

Paul Burgess Warden’s salary for November £227.89 

Avon Pension Fund Pension contribution for November £313.51 

BT Phone & broadband £222.09 

   

Authorisation of electronic payments 

to be made 

  

West Mercia Energy Electricity for pavilion £74.27 

Aquaflora Pond clearance £620.00 

Dantek Water hygiene monitoring £174.00 

C Dolman HWA – November & mileage £118.21 

APRE Surfacing Shelter cleaning £72.00 

Community Heartbeat Replacement defibrillator & cabinet £1,164.00 

Prestige Grounds Hanham Common general maintenance £485.00 

Swift Sports Coaching Children’s sporting event on 29/10/10 £480.00 
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Complete Business Solutions Office supplies £42.01 

HMRC PAYE & NIC £236.98 

 

 

101 DISCUSSION ON SPORTS COACHING SESSIONS FOR SCHOOL HOLIDAYS IN 2020 

The Clerk circulated an email from Swift Sports Coaching, giving information on how sports coaching can be 

provided, along the lines of the trial day on 29th October.  Councillors felt that, as Hanham is not a deprived 

area, parents could afford to pay for their children to have a full day’s coaching which would be around £10 per 

child.  Resolved that the Clerk responds to Swift, advising that the parish council will not be making a financial 

contribution but that Swift can use Hanham Common and the pavilion free of charge should they wish to hold 

sports coaching sessions next year. 

 

102 CONSIDERATION OF SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL CHAIR’S COMMUNITY 

AWARD 

The Clerk circulated details of the award and how to nominate individuals and groups.  Councillors are invited 

to make their own nominations by completing the form that can be accessed via the SGC website. 

103 CONSENT FOR NEW APPARATUS AT LAND ADJACENT TO COURT FARM ROAD 

(STEVENS GREEN) 

The Clerk circulated a request from Western Power Distribution for the installation of new apparatus at Stevens 

Green, which was considered and agreed by members.  Resolved that the Clerk signs and returns the consent 

form to Western Power Distribution.  

104 CONSIDERATION OF NEW PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS SOFTWARE PACKAGE 

FROM SCRIBE 

The Clerk circulated details of an accounts software package from Scribe that she felt would improve the 

financial reports she provides to the council and generally streamline the accounts process.   

The Clerk reported that she had taken part in an online demonstration of the package and was very impressed.  

The information is stored on a cloud so will negate the need to carry out regular back-ups.  There was some 

concern over the security of the cloud storage.  Resolved that the Clerk goes back to Scribe to obtain security 

information and subject to this being satisfactory, she proceeds with purchasing the package at the introductory 

price of £242.90 plus VAT for a 12 month licence and £347 plus VAT per annum thereafter. 

105 CONSIDERATION OF RENEWAL OF CLERK’S SLCC MEMBERSHIP @ £180  

The Clerk circulated the renewal details of SLCC membership.  Resolved that the membership be renewed at a 

cost of £180. 

106 PRESENTATION OF INTERNAL AUDIT REVIEW REPORT AND ACTION PLAN 

The Clerk circulated the 2019/20 In Year Assurance Report including Key Actions which will be implemented.  

The internal auditor’s opinion is that the parish council’s financial systems and processes are of a high standard. 

107 MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INTEREST 

Cllr C Cushing reported that the gate and set of railings at entrance to Stonehill Farm are down, putting the land 

at risk of illegal encampments.  Although this is private land, the Clerk will report this to Streetcare. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.20p.m. 

  ……………………. 

  Chairman  


